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Ms. McMillian; 

l*m including the prior art references and a very brief discussion of how the claims read on the 
prior art. Please feel free to call me to discuss these issues. I need to act on this case early 
next week. The method claims 1-11 are aUowable over the prior art. Howver, I would suggest 
an added limitation to Claim 1. Examiner Sorbello added the limitation *^hen compared to 
said amino acid without said mutation''. It should read "when compared to wild-type amino 
acid*. 



The prior art includes: 

Brcnnan (U.S. Patent No. 5,474,796, Example 4, Columns 9-10) discloses an oligonucleoitde 
and an array comprising probes complementary to a portion of SEQ ID NO: 1 exept for one 
nucleotide difference (Claims 14-17, 20 & 21) because they disclose oligonucleotides and array 
comprising all possible 10-mers. 

Lawrence ct al (American Journal of Human Qenetics^ 63 (supplement): A185, October 1998, 
Abstract 1053) discloses the oligonucleotide of Claim 16 and provide the motivation to design 
primers as recited in Claim 18. 

Adams et al disclose the oligonucleotides of Claims 14, 15 and 21 provide the motivation to 
design primers as recited in Claim 19. 

Ulrich et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,851,999) disclose the oligonucleotides of Claims 14 and 17. 



CIcums 14-21 are very broadly drawn to oligonucleotides "comprising" 6-50 nucleotides having 
a sequence identical or complementary to a portion of SEQ ID NO: 1 except for one nucleotide. 
The complete set of lO-mers on an euray of Brennan encompasses all possible sequences of 10 
nucleotides and therefore encompasses the claimed cligos and arrays. 



The other references cited above disclose the claimed regions recited in Claims 15-17 and 21 
and provide adequate motivation to design primes as claimed in Claims 18 and 19. 
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